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A. Call To Order                              Walker called the meeting to order at 7:23 p.m. 
    

 

B. Pledge of Allegiance - Lynch  
    

 

C. Roll Call                                       Present 7 – Amos, Bennett, Clark, Coolman, Lynch, Milliken, Walker 

    
 

D. Approval of Minutes  
    

 

  20-130 Minutes Work Session 6-15-20 (Minutes) 
 

  20-131 Minutes Full Council 6-15-20 (Minutes) 
 

  20-132 Minutes Public Hearing Tax Budget 6-15-20 (Minutes) 

A motion was made by Amos to approve the minutes of the June 15, 2020 

Work Session, Full Council Meeting, and Tax Budget Public Hearing, 

seconded by Coolman. The motion carried with the following vote: 

Yes 7 – Amos, Coolman, Bennett, Clark, Lynch, Milliken, Walker 

  20-133 Minutes Public Hearing Swine 6-15-20 (Minutes) 

A motion was made by Coolman to approve the minutes of the June 15, 

2020 Public Hearing regarding the swine, seconded by Milliken. The 

motion carried with the following vote: 

Yes 6 – Coolman, Milliken, Amos, Bennett, Lynch, Walker 

Abstain 1 – Clark 

  20-134 Minutes Town Hall 6-23-20 (Minutes) 
 

  20-135 Minutes Public Hearing Church Sign 6-29-20 (Minutes) 

A motion was made by Bennett to approve the minutes of the June 23, 

2020 Town Hall and June 29, 2020 Public Hearing regarding the church 

sign, seconded by Lynch. The motion carried with the following vote: 

Yes 6 – Bennett, Lynch, Amos, Clark, Coolman, Milliken 

Abstain 1 – Walker 

E. Communications & Petitions  
    

 

F. Public Comments - Five Minute Limit Per Person 
 

  20-140 Public Comments from Resident C. Lynch (Comments) 
 

  20-141 Public Comments from Resident R. Sycks (Comments) 
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Lynch: Both of these letters, as I read them, are addressing sound, which we are having a problem with today; 
how we can hear it here in this room but it doesn’t seem to be getting across to the computers at peoples’ 
homes and at the community center; I can’t pretend to know how to solve this problem; is this solvable? 
Peoples: Mr. Lynch, I’m down here at the Community Center; I have two residents here that were at the last 
meeting as well and they both commented that the sound is 100% better down here; we can hear council very 
clearly; there was a conflict with the microphone up there that we did fix today. Lynch: so it’s getting better 
down on your end as well as people watching on laptops at home; Peoples: it should be the same; the clarity 
down here is very much improved. 
 
Jeremy Ebert – 6680 Bigerton Bend, wanted to address council on the last meeting with the request to deny the 
variance that I had filed for; last time we couldn’t hear you very well and don’t know if you could hear us; I 
wanted to clarify a couple of things; I know it was talked about a possibility might be the timers set for the 
lights on the X Church; I want to make it clear that myself, and the other residents as far as I know, that we 
don’t want to change our appeal to read that way, but if you did vote that way to allow the variance to pass, I 
would ask that we try to figure out how we determine when those lights would go off that face Bigerton Bend; 
I know it was brought up about dusk or 8 p.m. or how those would be maintained so we ensure that does 
happen; if the variance isn’t denied. 

G. RESOLUTIONS - NONE 
    

 

H. ORDINANCES  
    

 

  Tabled - NONE 
    

 

  Third Reading  
    

 

  
ORD 20-029 

Finance 

Sponsor: Clark 

An Ordinance Approving and Adopting the 2021 Tax Budget (Ordinance, 

Exhibit A) 

  - Adoption 
    

A motion was made by Clark to adopt ORD-20-029, seconded by Lynch. The 

motion carried with the following vote: 

Yes 7 – Clark, Lynch, Amos, Bennett, Coolman, Milliken, Walker 

  Second Reading  
    

 

  

ORD 20-031 

Development 

Sponsor: Lynch 

An Ordinance Authorizing the Mayor and Clerk to Accept and Execute the 

Plat for Villages at Westchester, Section 9 Part 2 (Ordinance, Exhibit A, 

Exhibit B, Exhibit C) 

  - Second Reading Only 
    

 

  

ORD 20-032 

Development 

Sponsor: Amos 

An Ordinance Authorizing the Mayor and Clerk to Accept and Execute the 

Plat for Villages at Westchester, Section 9 Part 1 (Ordinance, Exhibit A, 

Exhibit B, Exhibit C) 



City Council                                                   Meeting Minutes - FINAL                                          July 6, 2020 

~ 4 ~ 
 

  - Second Reading Only 
    

 

  
ORD 20-033 
Development 
Sponsor: Bennett 

An Ordinance Approving the Final Development Plan for the Greengate 
Residential Development (Ordinance, Exhibit A, Exhibit B, Exhibit C) 

  - Second Reading Only 
    
Lynch: I have questions; we talked about this last time; about the building standards; lacking detail and 
clarification about type of siding going on the structures and the fact a lot of the façades have no windows and 
no eaves on the backs and sides of some of the gabled ends; seems like the fronts look nice and appealing but 
we don’t know what finishes are being put on the front of these buildings; I’d like more clarification on the 
specific building materials that will be used; like to see something that makes a little closer to our current 
building codes not our old building codes; in this development, we as council, have the last say in what gets 
built here; it has to meet our approval; so we have an opportunity to look as some of these building materials 
as part of our consideration; 
 
Bills: This is Jon Bills; 3601 Rigby Rd, Miamisburg, Ohio; would be glad to go into more detail or discuss it 
further; as Andrew represented in last meeting, the examples in the packet are meant to be just that – 
examples; not necessarily the only houses that would be built; they are represented with vinyl siding; different 
product mix on the front as you had stated; depending on the options of the home can break up with windows 
on the sides and rears of the units; but are predominately on the sides and rear vinyl as shown; we’ve looked at 
and understand that council that we need to meet the standard that was set with the PUD that mimics or 
similar in nature in the neighboring community of Redwood; working with staff, felt we have achieved that 
with the one we submitted that would meet that standard of similar in nature to those; feel it will be a 
wonderful community when it’s all built out with a good price point for the community; if there are more 
specifics; I know those aren’t the only houses, not limited to just those, just examples of what we plan to have; 
 
Bennett: Mr. Haire, are we required to have a more detailed plan before our approval or just within our rights 
to ask for a more detailed plan; Haire: this specific development is part of a planned-unit development that 
was adopted by city council in the early 2000s so what is required for the architecture for the residential units 
here is that it is similar in character to other developments in that area; as Mr. Bills mentioned, it would have 
to be similar in architecture to the Redwood development which was also developed under this PUD so that set 
the standard for what the architecture was to look like; lynch: One could argue that yes, these buildings are 
similar in character so that they met that; can’t we not also demand that they be in higher quality as far as 
actual products; they meet character; character and quality of product can be argued as two separate things; I 
think they need to meet the development standard of products on the other end; need to upgrade the finishes; 
that’s my opinion; it an attempt to create better higher quality development; not higher price; but higher 
quality development; Walker: question I have is can we do that at this point if they are using the same thing as 
Redwood; Lynch: character of it and product finishes are two separate things in my opinion; Haire: the text, I’ll 
read you the line about the exterior building standards; the attached condominiums, detached condominiums, 
which this is detached condominiums, and apartments shall incorporate common elements of style, color, 
schemes, and materials such that they are architectural compatible and complementary. The exact style, color 
and materials for each area and use shall be submitted to the Village’s approval along with final site plans and 
final engineering drawings for each site.; that’s where we’re at this stage; final site plans and engineering 
drawings so it’s up for the Village’s approval of that; Lynch: So it does say style and material is one of the line 
items; Bennett: so you are handcuffed; Coolman: not necessarily a bad thing; it’s going to be closely resembling 
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the neighboring community and they’re using updated materials so it’s not going to be the low end of what the 
code used to be versus the top end of what we built yesterday; it’s not going to be the left side homes being 
made with really inferior materials versus going to the right side; going to be relatively the same; that’s the 
intent; they can go by the old code but it has be like materials, like quality, correct; Haire: yes, I read you the 
text; it’s to interpretation what that means; I’ll leave that to each individual member to interpret that. 
 
Lynch: My opinion is if we are going to build something, we have one chance to build something right; we’ve all 
seen too many communities get developed around here, neighboring communities where there is a lot of vinyl 
siding, years down the road turns green; we get one chance to do this right; people are not going to change the 
exterior of their homes over time; they’ll do everything to change the interior but never change the exterior; 
Bennett: what you’re proposing is for quality you would prefer higher quality exterior, sacrifice interior 
amenities which people will update at a later point in time so that those costs, I don’t run costs on interior 
molding versus exterior hardy board; I don’t know what that calculation works out to how much hardy board 
you can get if you put in silver fittings versus brass fittings ; Lynch: Absolutely; there is going to be a cost 
difference; I think we experienced this with Middletown Farms; they were saying they couldn’t meet these 
codes, and then when it came down to the final product, price was about the same and they are doing 
windows all the way around, doing soffits and facias, and they’re willing to do concrete, fiber board, or natural 
siding around the whole structure, not just the front; these particular units they are looking to use vinyl siding 
on the front of them, not just the sides and back; not sure that’s a look we want in our community; again, not 
trying to outprice homes, just trying to build better quality homes; Coolman: when it comes to vinyl siding, let’s 
not forgot what old code said; thickness of the vinyl; first generation what Mr. Lynch referred to where we 
know the vinyl siding is warping, discoloring, heavy driven rain in a thunderstorm can crack them, put holes in 
them because they aren’t insulated; versus today’s vinyl siding which is thicker and according to our code and 
Middletown Farms, we mandated it be thicker when we set the new building code standards; that’s what I 
think Mr. Lynch was more referring to; are we trapped with using that first generation vinyl versus getting a 
quality hardy plank or vinyl of today; that’s where we have to take a look at what they are proposing; have to 
put our faith in them that that’s the product you can get today. Bennett: sounds like there is a council request if 
Mr. Bills is willing to share what thickness of vinyl siding they will be apply; Coolman: or just talk about the 
exterior; Clark: or incorporate some wood around maybe the front; Lynch: I think concrete fiberboard all 
around; less expensive than wood and holds up better; that’s what most people are wrapping their homes with 
now a days; or some wood-like product; as well as no bare sides; several elevations with absolutely no 
windows on them; when you drive to neighborhoods and see houses with just solid walls, it’s not a good look; 
and no soffits and facias on the backs; they are on the fronts but not the backs; Walker: if this is left up for 
interpretation, I have to agree, if we could better that and add the wood and some of the items Mr. Lynch is 
mentioning; if we could ask for that, we should; 
 
Bills: the intent is to use vinyl; I’m not the builder, I’m the developer for the site; but can find the spec of the 
vinyl they use; it’s nothing old from a warehouse; do believe it’s a higher quality than that of a decade ago; 
Redwood is vinyl, on front, side, and rear; I can understand the desire for that but ask for clarification is if the 
code says it has to be similar in material and style, in what way is ours not similar, so I can better respond on 
what might need to be change; our thought was, thought we had alignment with staff, what we had submitted 
met the intent of the standards set by the Redwood subdivision. Haire: what he is looking for is guidance on 
how they can become more architecturally compatible and complimentary to the adjacent development; 
Lynch: architecturally the facades need it, the sides need windows, the backs need overhangs, better quality 
siding all around; Coolman: but is that what we have with the neighboring community, how is it not 
compatible with the way Redwood is developed; Amos: from driving around, the original set is usually 2 or 3 or 
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4 connected so some have side doors, once in a while a window, but I don’t know what the backs look like; all 
have the front garage, most of them are singles; there’s no sides in the middle; are these free standing single 
units; Haire: yes, these would standalone; Amos: it’s going to be a tough comparison when you’re comparing a 
multi-unit to a single unit; Lynch: one could argue that what’s at Redwood and what’s being proposed here are 
two completely different products all together; don’t 100% match in character anyway, Redwood has garage 
front community and door is located on back on the side of the house, horrible in my opinion; these units look 
so much better; those proposed for Greengate; 100% better in appearance; we aren’t talking the same in 
character from Redwood and here; somewhat similar in materials but think they can make better materials; I 
believe I have an opportunity to create a neighborhood with better finishes; Amos: we have a break, so in the 
interim if the builder could provide the specs of what they are planning to use and give us some idea of what 
they’re putting on the sides, we have time to review that before the third reading, that would be helpful so if 
we have additional questions we can send them to you Mr. Haire; Lynch: my concern was the material used, 
the windows on all four sides, and soffits and facias on all four sides; so we have four sided architecture not 
just “Hollywood front” which is architectural slang that means you make the front look pretty and the rest of it 
“ehh”; Amos: there is a way to make it comparable to the other development, just asking to use better 
materials. Haire: I can have those discussions over the next month and bring something back to you. 
 
Bills: I’d be glad to work with the staff there to discuss it, just look for clarity on that, I’ll provide the details of 
the type of vinyl that we use; just ask that we aren’t being held to a higher standard than Redwood was; that’s 
been our understanding from day 1; I can check on the overhangs, the eaves, the different questions there; I 
know they used vinyl throughout; check out our quality of vinyl to provide clarity on it; Walker: since these are 
free standing, can we look at windows on all four sides; Haire: connected units have windows on all four sides 
of the building; 

  
ORD 20-034 

Public Service 

Sponsor: Lynch 

An Ordinance to Repeal Section 333.03.1 of the Codified Ordinances of the 

City of Canal Winchester (Ordinance, Exhibit A) 

  - Second Reading Only 
    

 

  First Reading - NONE 
    

 

I. Reports  
    

 

  Mayor's Report 
 

  20-150 Report  

Mayor – add one additional thing to my report; City is going to have the July 17th “Music in the Park”; we 

cancelled the first two because of COVID; going to try to have the third one. It’s going to be the Gas Pump 

Jockeys, have them every July, along with the car show; hopefully have around 30 to 50 cars. 

  Fairfield County Sheriff 

No report. 

  Law Director 

Hollins: request executive session at the end of the regular meeting for a couple items; one is on agenda as Old 
Business; it’s the quasi-judicial hearing on the church and we can executive session to see if we have a 
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consensus on that matter; come back out of executive session and at that point take it up for issue; perhaps 
come to a conclusion on that; also have a personnel item to discuss with you; invite both Luke and Amanda for 
the first item, just Amanda for the personnel issue. 
 
As a city, can form your own health board and run it yourself; or you can contract with the county board of 
health which is what we do; they are our board of health; on COVID related issues, we’ve been deferring to 
them; there has been discussion and local communities that have passed some form of executive orders about 
facemasks; we have continued to rely on the experts; this Wednesday the Board of Health is coordinating a 
meeting for the un-incorporated portion, the townships and all cites for which it is the board of health; county 
board of health will be taking the lead on any further orders in terms of facemasks; more to come on that; still 
evolving; Lynch: Dublin and Arlington imposed mandatory masks; are they governed by the Franklin Co. Board 
of Health or have their own; Hollins: they are governed by the county board of health; if asked me directly, 
when it comes to state law about a response to a pandemic or contagious diseases, that by state law is given 
to your board of health; looked at what they did; some had earlier issued emergency declaration in which they 
purported to give their administrative staff, their city managers, some authority to take further actions; think 
they’ve issued anything like that under earlier declarations of emergency; it’s the role of the city; we have our 
board of health; we are taking action through our board of health, which in our case is a contracted board of 
health; 

Bennett: Franklin Co. Board of Commissioners passed a resolution stating they supported the required use of 
masks; highly recommended might have been the language; how is the relationship between the County 
Commissioners and the Health Department; Hollins: same thing; Bennett: so if it’s mandated by the County 
Commissioners, it’s mandated down to the board of health as well; Hollins: Exactly; under state law your lead 
authority is the Board of Health; that’s why the state board of health is issuing many of the mandates, not the 
Governor; Walker: in other cities, has it been a mayor’s decision or a council decision; if it were, are they being 
fined if someone isn’t wearing a mask; if there is no ordinance on the books, how do you fine someone for not 
wearing a mask if an ordinance isn’t’ adopted by council; Hollins: I don’t know about Columbus, but I think they 
came right out and said it wasn’t something they were going to enforce; but anything we can do to encourage 
folks to help us stem the tide of further infection; but to answer your question, all depends on their form of 
government; it’s usually the top administrator. 

  Finance Director 

Jackson – been on vacation the last week so don’t have much to report; thank you for passing the tax budget; it 
is required to be filed by mid-July so I will go ahead and get that done this week; our 2019 financial statement 
compilation was complete; with COVID, the Auditor of State’s office gave an extension until the end of June; 
worked with the compiler, got it all done and filed, will be getting you a copy of that; keep in mind it’s not 
audited; won’t be audited until 2021. 
 
Amos: reminder to submit your financial disclosure by July 19th. 

  Public Service Director 
 

  20-154 Report  

Peoples: nothing to add to my written report; Amos: thank you for the sign for CW Recycles; got lots of 
additional people coming through; appreciate your staff getting that up so quickly; Walker: it jumped out at 
me over by the school when I was approaching the 25 mph, it does jump right out at you on the road; are we 
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doing the same thing with crosswalks; I’ve seen some cities as you’re approaching a crosswalk it has painted 
signs designating that; since we have a community with golf carts and so much walking; Peoples: only one we 
have similar to that is at Washington and West Waterloo St; the high pedestrian traffic area; have saw teeth 
on there; gives it more of a warning then the signs as well. 

  Development Director 

Haire: We did recently receive a warn notice, this is a notice of a mass layoff, from HFI who is one of our 
manufacturers in the automotive supply chain; laying off 90 people effective August 3; have been in contact 
with them and understand there is a change in their business, particularly due to COVID and the impact on the 
automotive industry so closely monitoring that with other manufacturers in the community; opportunity for 
HFI to recover some of those positions and create some space; shifting a production line to Alabama as a result 
of the changing of the folks they supply from this facility; so opportunity to gain new work by that freed up 
capacity; hopefully take place over next few months or next year sometime; warn notice required to be filed 
any time you have more than 50 people laid off; filed that with Ohio Department of Job and Family Services; 
make them aware there is a mass layoff of people happening; number of construction projects continuing or 
just starting; OPUS nearing completion of their project on Winchester Blvd; hopefully smaller building will be 
finished sometime in August; larger building the rear will be finished in September; getting paint on the 
buildings; starting to take shape; curbs in on extension of Winchester Blvd; no pavement yet but expecting in 
the next few weeks; few projects broken ground over the past few weeks; Panda Express starting to make 
progress there; but also back down Winchester Blvd the Learning Spectrum building is really starting to take 
shape; got some fire walls up; the hotel is starting to go vertical; have steel up on the first floor; in Canal 
Pointe, Skeleton Truck Lines will be breaking ground in the next few weeks; Northpoint has started to mobilize 
for construction on Bixby Rd; anticipating a closing on July 17th for that property; still working towards that; did 
give them right of entry and permission to start mobilizing on the site to start construction; going to be doing 
that on the 13th; seen them put silt fence up out there; utility work progressing there as it has over the last 
month; site will become a lot more active over the next few weeks; 
 

Amos: Is the street sweeper from the OPUS project the one that is being put out on a regular basis in the 
morning; Haire: I believe they are doing that; Amos: It’s 7 a.m. every day; Haire: There’s three different projects 
taking place there; at various times may be other projects doing that; but it’s frequently there with the amount 
of dust being generated right now; typically track mud on the street from a construction site; not the case right 
now; things pretty dry; lot of dust being tracked out there; Amos: driving down Groveport Rd noticed that the 
condominiums changed from Three Fountains to now it’s the Ponds at Madison; do we know why that change 
occurred; Haire: didn’t realize they were changing the name until I saw the sign go up; probably just a 
marketing decision on what they wanted to call the facility; Amos: are they condominiums or apartments; 
Haire: they will be condominiums; file condominium plat; condominium is a form of ownership; it’s my 
understanding that that Rockford homes will be retaining ownership of all the units and renting them out; 
Coolman: wasn’t it originally proposed that they were going to rent them out until they were full and 
completed and then they planned to sell them; Haire: there’s no restriction on that; they are condominiums in 
the form of ownership but it just so happens that the owner is going to retain them all and rent them; Amos: I 
thought when we met with them originally, we stated that once they were ready to get rid of them that they 
had to sell them as individual units, not as a property; Haire: I don’t believe there is any restriction on doing so; 
condominium is just a form of ownership; Lynch: I thought it was a 10 year; Bennett: it wasn’t specified, just if 
they were going to divest from that investment we discussed them having to sell them as individual units as 
opposed to transferring them as a lot of apartments; Walker: I remember the 10 years also; Haire: that’s there 
financing; Bennett: can we get clarification on that; Haire: the agreement just says that the property will be 
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developed as condominiums that are initially owned by Rockford; Amos: thought we had specified that when 
the time came they had to sell them as individual units; we didn’t want it sold as an apartment complex; Haire: 
that isn’t in the agreement as far as I know; haven’t looked in quite some time; Amos: do we have a copy of 
that; pretty sure that was the agreement we came to with the owners; Lynch: what’s the date on that; can 
check the minutes; Amos: that was at the Interurban; Bennett: that was an executive session; won’t be any 
record of that; Walker: I believe the 10 years was when the could sell them; they could own them and rent 
them now but sell in 10 years; Haire: I’ll send you a copy of that agreement.  

J. Council Reports  
    

 

  Work Session and Council Meetings on Monday, August 3, 2020 starting at 6:00 p.m.  
 

  Work Session and Council Meetings on Monday, August 17, 2020 starting at 6:00 p.m.  
 

  Committee of the Whole Meeting on Monday, August 31, 2020 at 6:00 p.m.  
 

  CW Human Services - Milliken  

Milliken: starting to see an uptick in the number of clients servicing over there due to some of the layoffs due to 
COVID; so staying pretty busy; BrockWalk is coming up on 15th and 16th hosted by BrockStrong Foundation; 
Tools for School starting next week; the drop locations for school supplies in the past have been in places like 
the Community Center but with that building being shut off for the time being best suggestion would be at the 
Human Services facility; Market Day for the seniors resumed last week; super excited to get out and start 
participating in that again; things starting to pick up. 

  CWICC - Clark and Coolman  

Clark: next meeting is July 29th at 11:30 at the Interurban Building; report on the McDorman Building meetings; 
had one meeting since the Town Hall meeting; mostly just discussing various issues from the air conditioning 
unit to what size type of countertops and the carpeting and tiles; getting into the nitty gritty; have two 
meetings this week; this Tuesday more in the interior; meet Friday as well. 

  CWJRD - Amos and Bennett   

Bennett: next Executive Board meeting is Thursday, July 16th 7 p.m. on a Google Meet; Amos: the rec 
department is staring back with programming; offering new programming to get kids outside; have movie 
night coming up; maybe this Friday; whole series of them; 5 movies will be back to back; fortunate to get 
sponsors to help pay for that; as you know we are cash strapped right now; community members stepped up 
which is incredible; have a camp out, overnight camp out, on July 31st; one night event; flag retirement 
ceremony; Kona Ice is coming; different programs coming in to talk to the youth the next day and they get to 
play; holding that at Jackson Lake; want to thank them for partnering with us on that; started talking about 
adult programming; hoping to roll out adult ultimate frisbee; not frisbee golf; very competitive; lots of running; 
fun to watch; will be a pick up league; have adult tennis league coming out; doubles and singles; at the high 
school; had a resident step up wanting to help run that; very excited to have programming rolling again and 
getting people outside. 

  Destination: Canal Winchester - Walker  

Walker: next meeting is July 28th at the Interurban at 6:30; report on the Farmers’ Market; doing quite well; 
everyone is enjoying the new surroundings; the train station and the school; lot of compliments; Coolman: last 
week was the Canal Winchester Historical Society meeting and they thanked Destination for having the 
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wisdom to pick their location to have Farmers’ Market; said when we had it at Stradley Park last year, we gave 
the nonprofits space to raise memberships; having the train station and school open for tours has gotten them 
more interest and applications for membership already during COVID than all of last year; exposure is 
tremendous; projects that they need funding for, members of the public have come forward; example is the 
train in the back of the depot; train is now operation; have it running every weekend; it is a hit; last week they 
received something like $1,000 donation to put into it if they need it; from a private resident that was just so 
impressed with it; only complaint we’ve had is it’s more difficult for people with disabilities; don’t have cement 
sidewalks everywhere; it is accessible; have paver stone sidewalks at the perimeter; also have one that cuts 
across the tracks; eagle scout project rebuilt the path over the tracks, made it wider for wheelchairs; big 
nemesis is people want to stroll down the middle where the crushed rock is; makes it difficult for wheelchairs; 
we understand that; have volunteers at every market that are there to help the disabled or elderly; have 
designated early shopping time; first half hour of the market is for those folks; we are going to partner with the 
city for a drive in movie night; will be in August; may have more future ones 

K. Old/New Business  
    

 

  

APL 20-001 
 

Notice of Appeal Regarding the Denial by the Canal Winchester Planning 
and Zoning Commission of an Appeal to Overturn a Notice of Violation 
Issued by the Planning and Zoning Administrator Regarding Swine Being 
Housed on Property Located at 392 Sarwil Drive South (FINAL Findings of 
Fact Conclusions of Law) 

Hollins: need a motion to adopt the Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law that were FINALed and put into 
your packet; for emotional support swine appeal; this is the result of our earlier discussions on this topic 
 

A motion was made by Bennett to adopt APL 20-001; seconded by Amos.  

Coolman: So a yes vote is in favor of the findings which is they are in violation; Hollins: that is correct; you are 
upholding the Zoning Officer’s enforcement; Lynch: just want to add for the record that I support anyone that 
wants to have a therapy animal no matter how obscure it might be; but side with the facts and findings 
number 7 that says the residents did not attend either the P&Z meeting or this Council meeting; also the 
conclusions of law number 11 where they failed to really show proof how this animal was actually being used 
as an emotional support; because of those two things, I support the findings of the Planning and Zoning 
Commission; Coolman: for me, we have ordinances established and protocol is when you’re considering 
purchasing one of these animals that are not allowed by ordinance; you should come to the city first; 
communication with the city was not done here; phone call or email into the city would have gotten their 
questions answered before they decided to make a purchase; puts council in a position where they are now 
asking us for a variance when the homework should have been done upfront; we have the ordinances in place 
for a reason; Walker: agree with the statements Mr. Lynch and Mr. Coolman mentioned; as people move into 
the city or don’t know, city’s door is always open; simple phone call or stop in to ask; not against anybody who 
needs it; Hollins: not trying to foreclose the opportunity to come to the zoning folks and ask for this; as Mr. 
Coolman mentioned, appropriate time to do that is before you actually acquire the animal; may be a necessary 
medical thing for some folks; zoning enforcement folks just doing their job; is an appeal process for this; there 
is an affirmative defense that if you as the resident would like bring that before us, might be able to establish 
that that is a defense to the violation; can keep the animal; burden is on you; only precedent we are setting is 
in this case; appellants did not bear that burden; not trying to forever foreclose the opportunity for folks who 
may have this legitimate need in the community to bring it before you. Walker: before we vote, yes means no 
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swine; Hollins: correct; yes means no swine, no means yes swine. 

The motion carried by the following vote: 

Yes 6- Bennett, Amos, Coolman, Lynch, Millikan, Walker 

Abstain 1- Clark 

L. Adjourn to Executive Session @ 8:31 p.m. 

A motion was made by Walker to adjourn to executive session, seconded 
by Bennett. The motion carried by the following vote: 

Yes 6 - Walker, Bennett, Amos, Coolman, Lynch, Milliken 
Abstain 1 – Clark 
 
Council returned from Executive Session at 10:14 p.m. 

  

APL 20-002 

 

Notice of Appeal Regarding the Approval of Variance Application VA-20-002 

by the Canal Winchester Planning and Zoning Commission to Allow 

Internally Illuminated Signage at 6600 Bigerton Bend Which is Restricted by 

Chapter 1189.06(c) of the Canal Winchester Zoning Code. Applicant: DaNite 

Sign Company; Property Owner: Crossroads Christian Church.  (None) 

Hollins: would be appropriate for a member of council to make a motion to reverse the decision of the Planning 
and Zoning Commission granting the variance to allow internally illuminated lights; a yes vote on the motion to 
reverse would not allow the internally illuminated lights; a no vote on the motion to revers would back up 
Planning and Zoning and Planning and Zoning granted the variance for internally illuminated; 
 

A motion was made my Bennett to reverse the decision of the Planning 
and Zoning Commission to grant a variance allowing internally illuminated 
signage at 6600 Bigerton Bend, seconded by Lynch. 

 
Hollins: on a motion to reverse, per our code, it takes a majority of council to overturn a decision of Planning 
and Zoning; four votes would overturn it and deny the variance; anything less than 4 votes would be no action 
and the decision of Planning and Zoning would be final; also, Mr. Walker, it’s my understanding that you will 
not be participating in the vote; Walker: that is correct.  
 
Amos: I do feel X Church has been a good neighbor to the city; made some accommodations to the city; helped 
pay for a road; however, does not fit into our code; do believe the church is still going to choose to illuminate a 
sign externally; want to make sure that if this is overturned, that we as Council, have no power to help assist in 
turning that light off before 10 o’clock; the church reserves the right by us overturning it to do that; Bennett: I 
concur with Mrs. Amos; X Church is a great community member; has tried to make concessions; any vote here 
is not us condemning them as a community member; just a council decision; 
 

The motion carried by the following vote: 
 
Yes 4 – Bennett, Amos, Coolman, Milliken 
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No 2 – Lynch, Clark 
 
Abstain - Walker 

 
Hollins: with the 4 yeses, the decision is to reverse the grant of the variance; Amos: we are upholding the 
current code; Hollins: upholding the current code; not granting a variance which was for internal illumination; 
code does allow external illumination; no variance needed for external illuminate or the size of the signs; we 
have reversed the decision to allow internal illumination by Planning and Zoning    

M. Adjournment @ 10:20 p.m. 

  

A motion was made by Milliken to adjourn, seconded by Lynch. The 

motion carried by the following vote: 

Yes 7- Milliken, Lynch, Amos, Bennett, Clark, Coolman, Walker 
 

 

 

 


